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Teacher Developed Activity, T-DA!
Tamara Kent

Theresa Hickey
Activity name:
Mining on the Iron Range - A Day in the Life of an Underground Miner

Seminar: Building America
Grade Ban:  4-6

For use with lessons about:  Occupations:  The Everyday People (Immigrant Miners) who contributed to the Economic Heritage of the United States through Iron Mining.   (Other types of mining may also be mentioned for comparisons in methods or contributions… as time permits.)

Time Needed:    Several Class Periods 

Materials:

· Bulletin board title: MINING ROCKS! to display final student essays written on paper Rock Cut-outs.   

·  My Name Is America: The Journal of Otto Peltonen  by William Durbin, Scholastic Incorporated

· Archive photos: www.ironrangeresearhcenter.org  of Iron Range miners 

Choose several black and white photos of miners underground. Print ahead, or access online. 

· Enlist a guest speaker/miner, if possible, or access www.ironrangeresearchcenter.org  

Click on mining,   read aloud, or hand out preprinted copies to provide needed background information  Note: Tell students that  there are many underground mines in the world, but the focus will be on iron mines.

Overview:  This activity is designed to introduce students to the occupation of mining and to instruct about the economic contributions made to the United States through mining. Students will gain understanding of the labor/work environment of an underground miner in the early 1900’s.
Outcomes:

· Students will gain appreciation and understand the life of an underground miner through 


internet research.

· Students will write from the viewpoint of a miner, two essays entitled: A Day in the Life of an Underground Miner. The first essay will be a pre lesson prediction essay, and the final essay will be a post lesson account based on factual information the student has acquired throughout the research lesson on miners. 

Activity steps:
 
Day One
  

1) Read excerpts from  The Journal of Otto Peltonen    July 2 p. 85-86, July 5 p. 88,      

  
 July 8  p  .91,  and July 11 p. 93 aloud to the students.   

2) Begin discussions in answer to the questions:  Who, What, and Where did we just read about?  How and Why is the character sharing this information with us?  Give brief background of the Iron Range in Minnesota, or other details as needed for clarification.

3) Assign the students to write an additional diary entry taking on the voice of the  character, Otto, which will be a prediction of what else they think the character might say about his day working in an underground iron mine.

Day Two
1) Access www.ironrangeresearchcenter.org  online, or show several preprinted pictures of 
underground miners to the students.   Introduce the topic:  Minnesota’s Iron Range  click on Mining History to read aloud and share information with the students   

2) Read excerpts from The Journal of Otto Peltonen    May 22 p. 18-24   Begin discussions 
in answer to the questions:  Who, What, and Where did we just read about?  How and/or Why is the character sharing this information with us?  *Give brief background of the Finnish settlers on Minnesota’s Iron Range or other details as needed for clarification.   Read June 19th- July 4th p. 45-50 Reinitiate W- W -W discussions.

3) Assign students to do internet research on the topic:  Underground Iron Mining of the past century (during the 1900’s) in Minnesota on the Iron Range.   

4) Set guidelines and deadline for reports as appropriate to grade level standards.   

5) Culminating activity:  The student will use information from research reports and write an essay, with the voice of an underground miner, giving an account using factual details he has learned throughout the lesson. 

* Note   - you may continue reading daily excerpts from The Journal of Otto Peltonen   

                if it continues to appeal to and hold the interest of your students. 

* Additional resources:  Minnesota Communities (Minnesota Historical Society site) to provide information on Finns: www.mnhs.org/school/online/communities/    

Rubric/Assessment: Use essay rubric from RubiStar to grade students writing. 
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